


Y - D N A  =  D I R E C T  P A T E R N A L

M T D N A  =  D I R E C T  M A T E R N A L

A U T O S O M A L  =  I N H E R I T A N C E  
F R O M  A L L  A N G L E S  

T E S T S  F O R  G E N E T I C  G E N E A L O G Y



P R O J E C T  G O A L S
• To validate genealogies tracing back to their known 

origin in New Mexico using Y-DNA and mtDNA
testing.
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W H O  Q U A L I F I E S  T O  B E  A  
P A R T I C I P A N T ?

• Anyone who has Y-DNA or mtDNA results via Family Tree 
DNA (FTDNA), has a New Mexico genealogical history and is 
an NMGS Society member.

• Anyone with ONLY autosomal results, known as Family 
Finder at FTDNA aren’t allowed to join the project because 
the results are of wide spread inheritance across the family 
tree and not only from a direct paternal (Y-DNA) or direct 
maternal (mtDNA) line.  



Y - D N A

• Y-DNA traces a direct paternal line. 

• Only males can test Y-DNA. 

• Testing a direct paternal line can compare a 
surname against others who have tested Y-DNA with 
the same surname, or others within the match list to 
compare common ancestral connections.

• For lines that have dead ends or questionable 
genealogies, the results can provide clues via their 
matches. 



Y - D N A
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M T D N A

• mtDNA traces a maternal line. 

• Mother’s pass down their mtDNA to both sons and 
daughters so both males and females can test 
mtDNA . 

• Only daughters continue the pass down of mtDNA
to their children. 

• A son’s children will inherit their mother’s mtDNA.  



M T D N A
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A U T O S O M A L  D N A  
“ F A M I L Y  F I N D E R ”

• FTDNA states that Family Finder results are “designed to 
find living relatives on all of your ancestral lines within the 
last five generations and can also give you a breakdown 
of your ethnic makeup by percentage”. 

• You may gather information from your father’s line or 
your mother’s line but it does not tell us what the direct 
ancestral Y-DNA or mtDNA line is, therefore this test 
alone does not qualify for genealogical validation or 
consultation. A person who only has Family Finder results 
via FTDNA can easily upgrade to Y-DNA/mtDNA (gender 
specific) and take advantage of our services. 



A U T O S O M A L  D N A  
“ F A M I L Y  F I N D E R ”

• Family Tree allows 3rd party autosomal DNA transfers from 
23andMe and Ancestry.com for free. A transfer will import the 
Origins data into FTDNA, however to find matches a one time 
fee to unlock matches will need to be completed. 

• If a person who has transferred autosomal DNA from a 3rd party 
would like to add a Y-DNA or mtDNA test, a new order and kit 
(swab) will need to be ordered. This is because only data from 
the 3rd party is transferred, not DNA. To keep all tests 
associated with the same kit, first complete the transfer and 
then from your profile add the additional tests. 

• FTDNA contact: 713-868-1438



H O W  T O  J O I N  T H E                          
N M G S  D N A  
P R O J E C T !

I N  S I X  S T E P S



P u r c h a s e  y o u r  Y - D N A  o r  m t D N A k i t  
f r o m  F T D N A  ( p r o j e c t  l i n k  p r e f e r e d )  

S w a b  y o u r  c h e e k  a n d  d r o p  y o u r  
s a m p l e  i n  t h e  m a i l  t o  F T D N A



F i l l  o u t  l i n e a g e  f o r m ( s ) ,  Y - D N A  a n d  
m t D N A t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  y o u r  a b i l i t y  

u s i n g  s o u r c e  c i t a t i o n s .



Sign the NMGS DNA 
Project JOIN (agreement) 

form

Find Forms on our 
Website:  

www.nmgs.org/nmgs-dna-project



Send forms v ia  emai l  to:                                   

Miguel  A.  Tórrez
nmgsdna@gmai l .com

or v ia  USPS to:  

PO Box 1262 
Santa Cruz,  NM                  

87567-1262



Change Settings 

Mark Advanced Access 
which gives the 

administrator access to 
update last known 
ancestors with *



Wait for your DNA results to process.                                                       
This usually takes 4-8 weeks. 

Wait for an email from the NMGS 
DNA project Administrator with your 

verified and validated lineage !


